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wired {or audio, video,
THE NOOR MASJID MOSOUE iN
central Manchester typif  ies the
integration of several technologies
to I i f t  one community's messages
from the realm of private prayer
to broadcast bel ief- Worship takes
place three t imes a day, 365 days a
year, along with many community
events, and the bui lding has
recently been wired for audio,
v ideo.  communica t ions  and
sate l l i te  l inks .

Audio is  handled by a
combinat ion of  Al len & Heath
digi ta l  consoles,  wi th an iDR-8

mixing processor at  the heart  of
the dist r ibut ion system. Signals
from both Sennheiser radio mics
and AV sources are fed to Amina
Tech nolog ies"plaster- in-wa I l '
loudspeakers,  actual ly  embedded
into the cei l ings to sat is fy a str ic t
demand to preserve the v isual
aesthetics of the interior.

The 10ft screen is to be used to
project live sermons from around
the wor ld,  whi le ins ide the bui ld ing
AMX video dist r ibut ion is  used.
"We're setting a new standard

" W e  t e n d  t o  u s e  t h e  S R 3 2  i n

churches because i t 's  jusc so easy to

operate,"  says Gardiner " I t 's  ideal  in
that budget bracket - very clearly laid
out with a genrle sweep to the EQ that
prevents an inexper ienced user f rom
radrcally altering things "

Quality control
Qual i ty  is  essent ia l .  "The f ront  and
back  speake rs  a re  t ime -a l i gned  v i a
BSS Minidr ive,"  Gardiner adds,  "and
once they were in place and switched
o n ,  r e m a r k a b l y  l i t t l e  t u n l n g  w a s
requ i r ed  Tha t ' s  down  ro  t he  shee r
quality of the speakers. The alignment
e n s u r e s  r h a c ,  w h e n  t h e  m i n i s r e r
speaks.  i r 's  coming l r rom the minister
and  no t  f r om  a  speake r  above  you r
head They're fu l l - range, ro11ed of f
a r o u n d  4 | H z  a n d  E Q ' d  s l i g h c l y

within our community," says Karl
Kapacee, technical inanager of a
team of five. "As well as the AV. this
is an eco-friendly, climate-controlled
building, also with WiFi. But the key
thing is that we're broadcasting
both into and out of here - and
we're doing teleconferencing,
videoconferencinq and internet

relay now. From January we'll be
running a private TV channel that
we're leasing from NTL.

"That's why the instal lat ion had
to be to this qual i ty. Manchester is
the second-largest of our UK
communit ies after London, serving
around 1 mil l ion people. l t  had to
be state of the art."
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Thar's all the tweaking there is "

Meanwhrle,  the microphones are
all Sennheiser "They may be slightly
more expensive,  but  th is is  where the
c h u r c h e s  w i l l  s p e n d  m o n e y . "  c o n -
f i rms  Ga rd ine r  "The  cab l i ng ,  f o r
i n s t a n c e ,  i s  a l l  V a n  D a m m e  B l u e
Se r i es  mu l t i co res  and  Van  Damme
RGBHV video cable -  real  specia l is t
cable,  and not  cheap."

Equally effective are che PTZ dome
cameras feeding the Kramer Electronics
switcher and vatious screens These are
used for community announcements)
b i b l i c a l  i m a g e s ,  h y m n s  a n d  e v e n
PowerPoint  sefmons.  Now that  these
fea tu res  have  won  ove r  r he  pu r i s r s ,
there's talk ofvideo feeds into the com-
muni ty v ia CCTV, as wel l  as CD and
DVD spin-of fs Io supporr  the minist ry

Crucially, this has worked because of
the subtle nature of rhe installation.

"With a nightclub you can put any-
thing in and nobody really notices," adds
Gardiner, "but in a church there's more
time spent on attennon to detail thm my-
thing else. You have to have itjusc so, wich
no loose ends and, acrually, it improves
our standard ofinstallation technique "

As far as rational chought will allow,
a house ofworship is, in essence, a the-
atre The same kind of  magic has ro
happen For chis reason alone, profes-
sional contractors need co be involved
as much as possible so that installation
technology can be allowed to do what it
does best  in a rareFied acoust ic  space:
suspend that disbelief

The next phase, quite literally, will
t r a n s m i t  t h e  m e s s a g e s  t o  a  n e w r
younger and much wider audience IE
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